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393 polls, I39.300 00
Improved and unimproved lands and build-
mgs,
Statement of Town Debt.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1905.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1905, ^17,462 82
Accrued interest on notes,
Mrs. Noyes trust fund,
L. J. Brock " "
H. N. Jones " "
Mary S. Burnham trust fund,
R. H. Smith
Balance of 1904 dog licenses.
Total liabilities,
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Statement of Town Debt.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1906.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1906, J
Accrued int. on trust funds, " "
R. H. Smith trust fund,
Mrs. Noyes trust fund,
L. J. Brock trust fund,
H. M. Jones trust fund,
Hannah Durgin trust fund,
Mary S. Burnham trust fund.
Balance of 1905 dog licenses,
Amount set apart for highways under section








Dependent soldiers, ^786 27
Poor, 577 76
Town officers, 784 5o
Town hall, 394 ^6
Board of Health, 13 45
State industrial school, 46 29
Schools, 4;iio 51
Miscellaneous, 593 93
State tax, 1,249 So
County tax, 2,304 98
Public Library, 150 00
Trust funds, 57 26
Notes and interest, 10,927 45
Street hghts, 267 55
Dog damage, 44 5o
Police, 130 92
Police Court, 67 46
Abatements, 44 99
Roads and bridges, 103 72
Quarantine, 26 09
Sidewalks, 6 75
Highway districts, , 1,296 65
^23,984 79
Uncollected tax, 1902, ^100 00
" " 1903, 370 00
" " 1904, 298 92
'« " 1905, 1,705 20
W. R. Bunker, note, 641 00




Geo. F. Folsom, supplies to Mary A. Clough,
H. C. Hartford, wood to Mary A. Clough,
Geo. F. Folsom, supplies to Dennis Johnson,
F. J. Holt, wood to Dennis Johnson,
H. C. Hartford, " "
J. F. Knight,
•' "
Swain & Brown, " "
Jos. Hartford, care Mrs. Prescott,
J. L. True & Son, supplies to Mrs. Prescott,
Isaac Briggs, sawing wood for Mrs. Carrigg,
J. A. Sanborn,
"
A. W. Lock, splitting wood
J. F. Knight,
"
W. C. Brown, "
Ladd Bros., wood to
J. Q. Pike, agt., supplies to
" " " Mrs. Parks,
J. A. Edgerly, wood for Charles Harvey,
John Leddy & Co., supplies to Charles Harvey,
" " " Mrs. Coffin,
" " " Jas. Moses,
A. D. Brown, burial outfit for Wm. Young,
H. C. Hartford, wood to George Brackett,
Swain & Brown, " "
J. L. True & Son, supplies to "
Geo. F. Folsom, " Otis J. Prescott,
POOR.
James G. Sinclair, board of Mrs. Cofifin,
J. Q. Pike, agent, supplies to Mrs. Coffin,
George F. Folsom, supplies to Sarah Eaton,
" " " Susan Jones,
" " " C. Metive,







Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, $i}24g 50
COUNTY TAX.
John K. Bates, County Treasurer, ^2,304 98
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
John S. Osgood, Treasurer, i^iSo 00
TRUST FUNDS.
J. J. Lane, care H. N. Jones cemetery, $3 00
C. R. Sanborn, " L. Brock " 2 00
Carolyn S. Woods, account R. H. Smith fund
(interest), 52 26
MISCELLANEOUS.
George W. Tilton, postage stamps,
Eastman & Scammon, legal advice,
E. C. Eastman, supplies,
George S. Thompson, winding church clock,
1904,
S. E. Swain, telephone, etc.,
James Eaton heirs, use of watering trough,
United States Fidelity and Guaranty Co., Town
Treasurer and Collectors' bonds,
J. P. Melzer, dog hcense book,
J. S. Ladd, supplies,
Albert M. Perkins post,
M. Loranger, supplies and labor,
W. A. Plumer, auctioneer,
A. D. Brown, insurance Watson Academy,
F. W. Brown, enumerating school children,
F. P. Knox, railroad tickets,
WiUiam Morrill, copy deeds.
H
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G. W. Hopkinson, repairing road machine, ^3 50
George A. Gilmore, recording births, deaths and
marriages from old records, 67 60
George A. Gilmore, recording births, deaths and
marriages,
George A. TarboxJ repairing scraper, etc.,
J. O. Ross, making deeds and advice,
A. J. Burnham, watering trough,
John Leddy & Co., barrel cement,
Mabel Thompson, Tr., winding church clock,
A. C. Buswell, recording births and deaths,
Mark E. Gile, watering trough,
C. W. Sanborn, printing,
A. W. Mitchell, recording births and deaths,
M, R. Thompson,, Tr., Fogg donation,
F. T. Johnson, repairs Smith house,
C. R. Sanborn, services with hearse,
A. M. P. Pearson, police judge,
W. G. Cain, damage to team,
W. H. Tilton, postage, 1904 and 1905,





POLICE AND CARE OF TRAMPS.
D. C. Bartlett, care of tramps,




George Rowe, plank and posts,
Billings, King & Co., paint for bridge,
Clarence Swain, painting bridge,




J. E. Knight, " •
J. A. Edgerly, "
M. J. Bartlett, gravel,
J. Leddy & Co., barrel cement,
Ladd Bros., bridge plank, etc.,




George F. Folsom, supplies, $q 09
George A. Gilmore, antitoxine, 12 00
J. Leddy & Co., supplies, 5 00
)26 09
SIDE WALKS.
W. R. Bunker, breaking, $6 00




Cyrus R. Sanborn, surveyor, i?342 14
J. B. Proulx, labor, 812
;5o 26
No. 2.
Frank J. Holt, surveyor,
No. 3.
George B. True, labor, 1904, ^3 75
W. R. Brooks, " 50
Harrison Sanborn, surveyor, 75 00
$19 25
No. 4.
C. L. Allen, labor, 1904, ^14 7o
George H. Swain, labor, 1904, i 50






Feb. 15, 1905, cash in my hands, ^Ij393 ^5
Bunker note, 641 00
Received from Selectmen, 6,005 47
Railroad tax, 772 84
Savings bank tax, 1139 n
Literary fund, 103 40
Proportion school fund, 250 00
Town Clerk, dog licenses, 214 23
County, dependent soldiers and paupers, 503 46
License Commissioners, 1,249 09
David Elnas, pedler's license, 8 00
W. H. Tilton, 1904 tax, 2,805 0°
1905 " 11,255 00
Cr.
^26,339 75
By Paid on Selectmen's orders, ^23,950 29
Damage by dogs, 34 5
o
W. R. Bunker, note, 641 00
Balance in my hands, i>7i3 96
^26,339 75
JENNESS S. SMITH, Treasurer.
Town Clerk's Report.
Received for licenses on dogs for the year 1905, as follows
81 male dogs, at $2 00,
13 female " " ^5 00,
I female dog, (11 months),




Report of Police Justice.
Epping, N. H,, Feb. 15, 1906.
Report of the Police Court for the year ending Feb. 15, 1906.
Whole number of cases tried, 23
Drunk, 18
Cruelty to animals, i
Assault, 2
Larceny, 2
Amount of fines and costs due the town, $38.50
We, the undersigned, Auditors of the Town of Epping, have ex-
amined the accounts of the Police Justice and find them correctly
cast and properly vouched for.
JAMES F. BROWN, ) . ,.^
STEPHEN E. SWAIN, [ ^"^''°''S-
Library Report.
LIBRARIAN'S, REPORT.
For THE Year Ending February 14, 1906.
To THE Trustees of Epping Free Pubiic Library :




Total number cards issued, 783
Whole number of books in library, J:,45 2
Book fines received, ^8 78
FANNIE E. OSGOOD, Librarian.
TREASURER'S REPORT.
T905.
Feb. 16, Balance from 1904, ^40 66
Aug. 7, Received of town treasurer by order
of selectmen,
1906.
Feb. 14, Fines received of librarian,
EXPENDITURES.
1905.
March 4, J. S. Ladd, glue,
" 14, " " 300 labels,
" 29, Philadelphia Bookstore Co., books,
M.iy I, " " " "
150
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May 5, Temple & Farrington, books,
" 12, postage stamps,
June 15, Phila, Bookstore Co., books,
Sept. 14, Baker & Taylor Co., books,
" freight on books,
Dec. 19, Temple & Farrington, books,
1906.
Feb. 12, C. W. Sanborn, printing,
" 15, rubber stamp,
" 15, ink and postage,
" 15, Fannie E. Osgood, librarian,
cash to balance,
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Report of the Board of Health.
To THE Selectmen and Citizens of the Town of Epping :
In making our report and recommendations at this time, there is
one thing that needs to be impressed upon the householders and
house occupiers with all the force that we are capable of express-
ing in these few lines. Our investigations during the last year lead
us to believe that so long as all goes on serenely no one cares a
whit about how his cellar is drained or where the refuse from
kitchen and out-house finds its way, but let once contagion and
death come in sight, and the Board of Health must bear all the
blame and repair all the dangerous places. We are satisfied that
bad drainage has had much to do with the meningitis cases that
have proved so fatal to the small patients afflicted. Now the Board
stands ready to give its best aid and advice to any asking therefor,
but we have no funds at our disposal to remedy defects. So each
owner or occupant of house or tenement must perforce see to it
that their premises are kept neat and clean, if they want to escape
those diseases that come to us or are aggravated by filth and un-
cleanness.
We have investigated every case that has come to our official
notice, and some besides, and have tried to help in the removal of all
evil nesting places that we came across. Sanitary inspections are
needed in our village every spring and fall, and the Board would
be only too glad if the householders would invite our oversight.
We hold ourselves at the instant call of the public, and are at all
times ready to answer any call that may be handed in.
During the past year there have been 43 cases of measles, i mem-







REPORT OF TREASURER OF EPPING SCHOOL DISTRICT.
RECEIPTS.
Feb. 15, 1905, balance in my hands,
From Town Treasurer on Selectmen's orders,
Additional by vote,
" law for High Schools,
" vote " "




Paid out on orders of School Board :
^149
24
School District of Lee, tuition of Hill boy sent
by J. A. Wiggin,
Conveyance of Scholars,





Unexpended balance in my hands,


















F. T. Johnson, Prin
Miss Lillian Eussell, Asst
Miss Mary E. Craig
Mrs. Ella Brown
Mr. Albert P. Doe
Miss Daisy E. Flanders...
.






Mrs. M. Francis Eowe





































Report of the Superintendent of
Schools.
To THE School Board of Epping :
Gentlemen :—I herewith submit my second annual report, the
fifth in the series of superintendent's reports to the school committee
of this town.
One year ago we were running five outside schools and employ-
ing five teachers for the village schools, including the High school.
Beginning with the Spring term of 1905 the School Board voted to
close the Red Oak Hill and North Epping schools and provide
transportation for those pupils to the village schools. While this
may have proven a hardship for one or two children, the inajority
are greatly benefited thereby. They have gained both the advan-
tage of grade work and the enthusiasm which comes from numbers.
The School Board have gone farther. Believing that environ-
ment has much to do toward one's education, they began a much
needed transformation of the district property. At considerable
time and expense the grounds at the High school building have
been put in first class condition. Plans are on foot to make a hke
improvement at the Primary building.
These two buildings are at present unsatisfactorily heated by
box stoves. The heating is spasmodic and uneven. I trust the
time is not far distant when the Primary building may either be
attached to the High school building or disposed of and wings
added to the High school for the lower grades. Then with either
a steam or hot water plant the heating problem would be solved
and your town would have a central school building second to none
in this vicinity.
The year's work has gone smoothly. There has been a decided
steady advance in the mental development of the children. The
change in the course of study adopted by the Board has intensified
the work and created interest on the part of the pupils. While
years are necessary before the full fruits of the change will be
realized, yet one can thus early note improvement.
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The power that makes the schools go is the sentiment which
exists in the community in favor of them. If it is hearty and
intelHgent, the schools will do much for the children. If this
interest and sympathy are lacking, they will fall but little short of
failure. I trust parents will take this seriously. For when parents
show personal interest and sympathy with the schools the most
serious of school problems are more than half solved.
WORK OF THE SCHOOLS.
Reading, spelling, writing, and the simple rules of arithmetic are
usually classed as educational "tools," because every pupil must be
provided with these accomplishments before he is able to carry on
his work in any of the usual school studies. These fundamentals
therefore are of first importance.
With this in view, during the past year we have made reading
our objective ; later in the year oral expression in arithmetic was
coupled with the reading. We felt that these subjects must be
enriched, by leading the pupils to see through the symbols to that
for which the symbols stand. Thought is the main thing in
mathematics, as well as in reading. In either of these branches
one may play with symbols or work with symbols, and not think.
"Thinking is discerning relations." In mathematics the things re-
lated are magnitudes. Leave these out—juggle with mere figures
—and the subject is impoverished ; put them in and the subject is
enriched. Our children are beginning to learn that reading is not
pronunciation of words, but is thought getting ; that examples are
not given simply that they may get the answers to them. The
symbols are beginning to have a fascination for them, as is evidenced
by the voluntary outside reading they have done the last half of the
year. We are anxious to couple with the reading and arithmetic
oral and written expression as our main objectives for the coming
year.
"It will be well for the schools when we realize that some of the
old-fashioned things were good things in their day and would be
helpful in these days. If we had more mental arithmetic ; if the
pupils did more of their own work ; if they were able to analyze
some of the English classics in such a way as to understand their
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thought and appreciate their beauties, we should be doing some
things much better than we are doing them at present."
The average attendance in all the schools of the town for the
fiscal year ending August ist, 1905, is eighty-seven per cent.
This record of attendance is by no means as high as it should
be. During the past winter and spring terms the percentage of
absences has been unusually high, on account of much sickness,
partly the usual minor diseases of childhood, partly colds grip and
measles, due to the severe winter weather, or to careless exposure
or other avoidable causes. Yet sickness accounts for only about
two thirds of the entire number of absences. Bad weather is
given as a reason for a certain number, chiefly among the younger
children ; and there are other good and sufficient reasons. But the
fact remains that many children are allowed to absent themselves
from school for reasons which their employer, were they at work
instead of at school, would not tolerate for a moment. Parents
ought to understand more clearly that to allow any but the most
weighty causes to interfere with the punctual and regular attend-
ance of a child at school is an injustice to the child himself ; first,
because it deprives him of a part of the education which it is his
right to have, and secondly because it encourages the pernicious
habit of neglect of duty. The most important lesson that the
school can teach is that of attention to duty at the time set for
duty. For to a child school is business, and in the world of busi-
ness, as the child must learn sooner or later, business has the right
of way.
CONCLUSION.
The highest function of the school is character building. That
teacher fails grievously who does not help her pupils to see that
hateful words, unkind acts and untruthful statements injure, to an
alarming extent, those who indulge in these vices. It should be
made clear to the children that the most of their unhappiness will
be caused by the injustice and suffering they inflict upon others.
It is important that they learn while young, that he who is generous
in thought and deed to add to the joys and prosperity of others,
will receive greater blessings than he bestows.
The teacher will do a great service for the children if she leads
29
them to see that altruism brings happiness and that selfishness
ends in misery, Isn't this, after all, the thing which is worth
while? I append Principal F. T. Johnson's report.
Respectfully submitted,
W. B. SPRAGUE, Superintendent of Schools.
To THE Superintendent of Schools :
The condition of the High school has remained wholesome and
gradually progressive throughout the year. Having lost three by
graduation, and only two being promoted from the Grammar grade
last June, our number of pupils remains practically the same as last
year. Acting on the advice of our Superintendent, the School
Board decided to remodel our curriculum of study by eliminating
some studies not essential for preparation for college, and thus
enable more time to be put on the necessary studies and a longer
recitation period thereby gained. 'Also in promoting from the old
course to the new, the studies were so graded that while in many
cases the pupils continued to take up advance work, yet there was
no promotion of classes, and thereby the standard of the school was
raised by nearly a year's work. It has been the aim of school
officers and the teachers to make the work less extensive and more
intensive. We have aimed to give a thorough course of instruc-
tion along five lines of work, viz. : English, French, History, Latin,
and Mathematics, and we feel gratified to anticipate that when our
pupils shall have finished this course of study they will be prepared
to enter college. We also have confidence that with energetic
effort on the part of teachers, with hearty co-operation of school
officers, with earnest endeavors on the part of the pupils, and with
a generous appropriation from our citizens for needed apparatus
and reference books, our efforts will be crowned next June by having
our High school placed on the list of approved High schools of New
Hampshire.
Respectfully submitted,
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